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OBJECTIVES:

AGENDA

2" |nternational Steering Committee meeting

Alisa Hotel, North Ridge, Accra — Ghana

I.  Briefing on ICASA 2025 progress report
II. Review and finalize ICASA 2025 Plenary speakers
lll.  Review and finalize concurrent sessions (NADs, Workshops and Special sessions)
IV. ICASA 2025 Draft Budget
V. Call for Abstract reviewers
VI. Review and validate Scholarship criteria
VII.  Call for Partnership
VIII.  Call for bid - ICASA 2027 (24" Edition)

CHAIRS:
* Hon. Dr. David Pagwesese Parirenyatwa, ICASA 2025 President/Society for AIDS in Africa (SAA)
President
* Hon. Kwabena Mintah Akandoh, Vice President and Minister of Health, ICASA 2025 Vice
President
DAY 1: 28™ MARCH 2025
TIME Activities ] )
Discussion Lead
9:00 — 9:15AM Registration of participants Secretariat
9:15 - 9:30AM Opening Session
*  Welcoming address ICASA 2025
* Opening remarks President
* Introduction of participants &_'CASA _2025
* Endorsement of the agenda e Pzl
9:30 — 9:45AM Logistic information and Housekeeping SAA Head of Admin &
Finance
9:45 - 10:00AM | Session 1: Update from ICASA Secretariat SAA Senior Programme

10:00- 10:15AM

10:15-11:00AM

11:00-11:15AM

11:15 -11:30AM

11:30-12:15PM

12:15-12:30PM

12:30-13:00PM
13:00-13:25PM

Progress report to date, followed by Q/A

Session 2: Presentation of ICASA 2025 Plenary speakers
Presentation from the 3 programme committees highlighting

gaps

Session 3: Fixing Gaps of Plenary speakers per committee
Group discussion to fix gaps and to finalize ICASA 2025
plenary speakers

Session 4: Final Presentation of ICASA 2025 plenary speakers
from the Scientific, Leadership and community committees

Session 5: Review and finalize concurrent sessions

Fixing gaps and validation by Programme committees
Session 6: Fixing the Gaps of concurrent sessions per
committee

Group discussion to fix gaps and to finalize ICASA 2025
concurrent sessions

Session 7: Final Presentation of concurrent sessions from the
Scientific, Leadership and community committee

Tea Break

Session 8: Call for Partnership
Presentation of ICASA 2025 Marketing and Partnership strategy

Officer

SAA Vice President

ICASA 2025 Programme
Chairs

ICASA 2025 Programme
Chairs

Programme Committees

ICASA 2025 Programme
Chairs

ICASA 2025 Programme
Chairs

SAA Senior Marketing and
Partnership Officer



13:25-13:50PM

13:50-14:05PM

14:05-15:05PM

15:05-15:20PM

15:20-15:35PM

15:35:15:45M

15:45-16:15PM

Session 9: Validation of Scholarship Criteria
Presentation of the scholarship criteria, followed by Q/A

Session 10: Call for ICASA 2025 Abstract reviewers

Lunch

Session 11: Call for Country Bid — ICASA 2027 (24" Edition)

Wrap up of Day 1

Group Picture

Session 12: Press Conference

DAY 2: 29™ MARCH 2025

Head of local Secretariat

Scientific Programme
Chair

ICASA Director

ICASA 2025 President

All participants

High table

9:00-9:55AM

9:55-10:10AM

10:10-10-25AM

10:25-10:35AM

10:35-10:50AM

10:50-11:20AM

11:20-12:20PM

Presentation on ICASA 2025 Draft Budget

Review of ICASA 2023 recommendations

Open floor for discussion on the recommendations on
ICASA 2025 programme

2"4 |SC Meeting Evaluation

Closing remarks

Tea Break

Visitation of the Conference centre

ICASA Director

Head of Local Secretariat

All participants

Online

ICASA President and Vice
President

ICASA Director and Head
of Local Secretariat



VALIDATED ICASA 2025 PLENARY TOPICS AND SPEAKERS

Scientific Programme

Session Type: Plenary

1.

Advancing Therapeutics for ATM (AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria) in Africa

Innovative and efficient biomedical interventions for
HIV/TB/Malaria in Africa

HIV in Africa: Where are we now?

The 10-10-10 societal enablers targets: The need for Bold
political leadership

Emerging and re-emerging diseases on access to
prevention and treatment of HIV, TB and Malaria

Speakers
Dr. Margaret O. llomuanya,
Nigeria

Prof. Linda Gail-Bekker,
South Africa

Dr. Mary Mahy, Geneva

Hon. (Prof.) Justice Joel
Mwaura Ngugi. Kenya

Prof. Jean-Jacques
Muyembe-Tamfum, DR
Congo

LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME

Domestic resource mobilization - Innovative and sustainable
solutions for the fight against ATM (AIDS, TB and Malaria).

The race to ending HIV by 2030: Refocusing on children and
young people.

Harnessing digital innovations to revolutionise Health
systems: Opportunities for Global impact.

The intersection of Climate change and ATM: Challenges,
Impact and solutions for a sustainable future.

Strengthening Africa's Resilience: Integrated Approaches to
Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness, And Response

Hon. Romuald Wadagni,
Benin

Dr. Adam ZAKILATOU, Togo

Dr. Modupe Agueh
McCracken, Benin

Dr. Khoudia Sow, Senegal

Dr. Matshibiso Moeti,
Botswana



Community Programme

Community-led data-driven responses: What works and what
doesn’t. The case of Key Vulnerable, and aging Populations in
emerging health threats.

HIV Prevention Now: Centering, Adolescent Girls Young Women,
and Pediatrics.

Sustainable response: Localization, Social enterprising and
increasing resource mobilization/financing towards the end of HIV
and emerging diseases in Africa.

Digital Health: Advancing Community-Led Solutions for Lasting
Impact.

5 years before 2030: The imperative of enhancing human rights to
advance health.

Sheriff Mothopeng, Lesotho

Sitsope Adjovi Husunukpe, Togo

Dr. Vuyiseka Dubula, South
Africa

Alberta Nadutey, Ghana

Axel Akpaka, Benin


https://www.linkedin.com/in/sitsope-adjovi-husunukpe-b3994318a/overlay/about-this-profile/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base%3B1fP5eHdYTTS8IyNkxTYmmg%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sitsope-adjovi-husunukpe-b3994318a/overlay/about-this-profile/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base%3B1fP5eHdYTTS8IyNkxTYmmg%3D%3D

VALIDATED ICASA 2025 TOPICS FOR NON-ABSTRACT DRIVEN SESSIONS

Each of the 3 Programme committees are to complete the following:

Non-Abstract Driven sessions

1. Select 3 speakers per session.

2. Select 2 back up speakers per session.

3. Provide email addresses/contact details for all nominated speakers and backup speakers.
4.Provide point persons with their email and contacts.

5. Select 1 session chair and 1 session co-chair per session.

Scientific programme

1. Molecular characterization of emerging and re-emerging infections
2. Epidemiological profile of STls in Africa

3. PrEP for HIV

4. Managing Tuberculosis in Children and Adolescents

5. HIV Drug resistance

Leadership programme

1. The role of leadership at all levels for strengthening health systems to sustain ATM
services

2. Strategies for effective mentorship and coaching for translating research in policy
and programming.

3. Adolescent and youth, what leadership to strengthen prevention

4. Leadership framework for responding to funding crisis and uncertainties in national
response to HIV, TB and other pandemics

5. Better understanding the right to access healthcare in the fight against AIDS within
the framework of human rights dynamics in Africa.



Community programme

. The impact of funding cuts on communities.
. Impact of the suspension of US AID on the community response to HIV

. Addressing challenges of access to SRHR in the context of global push back
. Internalized stigma and effects on mental health
. Innovative Financing Mechanisms: Explore bonds, social impact investments, and

health taxes (e.g., tobacco or sugar taxes) to generate additional funds for health
initiatives.



VALIDATED TOPICS FOR ICASA 2025 SPECIAL SESSIONS

Each of the 3 Programme committees are to complete the following:

Special sessions

1. Select 3 speakers per session.

2. Select 2 back up speakers per session.

3. Provide email addresses/contact details for all nominated speakers and backup speakers.
4. Provide point persons with their email and contacts.

5. Select 1 session chair and 1 session co-chair per session.

Scientific programme

HIV and Aging

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs)

HIV Cure Agenda

Gender Based Violence (GBV), Mental Health and Substance Abuse

SN~ B N ORE

Transition of care and diclosure for children

Leadership programme

1. Triple elimination what leadership we need to address the challenges

2. Leadership to close the gap in ending AIDS in children

3. Role of AU, Regional economic Blocs and governments in securing sustainable
health funding

4. Mobilizing DRM and fostering political commitment to health HIV, TB, malaria
and protection systems

5. Responsibility of the leadership in promoting communication for behaviour and
social change in the perspective of the Triple Elimination



Community programme

. Integration of community-led interventions in the pediatric HIV care and
treatment

. Current legal environment IN RESPONSE TO key populations programming

. Optimal Involvement of Adolescent Platforms in the Response to End AIDS by
2030

. Enhancing community approaches to uphold the rights of marginalized
communities

. African Solutions for African problems

10



VALIDATED TOPICS FOR ICASA 2025 WORKSHOPS

Each of the 3 Programme committees are to complete the following:

Workshops

1. Select an organization/institution to run the workshop.

2. Organization/institution to select a maximum of 2 speakers

3. Organization/Institution to select 2 back up speakers.

4. Provide email addresses/contact details of all nominated speakers and backup speakers.
5. Provide point person and email contact.

5. Select 1 session chair per workshop.

*Point persons also serve as liaisons between speakers and the ICASA secretariat. They also
provide guidance to the speaker when developing presentations.

Scientific programme

1. One Health Concept
2. Sexual and Reproductive health for Adolescents

3. Tuberculosis laboratory

Leadership programme

1. Impact of humanitarian crisis on access HIV Tuberculosis and Malaria
prevention care and treatment in Africa

2. The role of leadership in mobilizing private sectors to finance health systems in
HIV and STI programmes.

3. CLM for ending the epidemic, implication for ending ATM

Community programme

1. Safety and Security for Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Women in HIV Advocacy

2. CLM: Strategies for community ownership: Lessons learnt through effective
CLM approach, including PPRR

3. Strengthening community support for mental health and well-being

11



ICASA STORYTELLING VIDEO COMPETITION- 35™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF
SOCIETY FOR AIDS IN AFRICA (SAA)

Background

The Society for AIDS in Africa (SAA) was established in 1989 during the 5th International Conference on AIDS
and STls in Africa (ICASA) in Kinshasa, facilitated by the World Health Organization (WHO). Since its inception,
SAA has served as the custodian of ICASA, a premier platform dedicated to advancing the fight against
HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted infections (STIs), tuberculosis (TB), and other emerging viral infections in
Africa.

SAA is committed to promoting HIV/AIDS research, advocacy, and policy development across the continent.
Our vision is an Africa free of HIV, TB, and Malaria, where there is no stigma or discrimination against people
living with HIV (PLHIV) and their families, and where social justice and equity prevail in accessing prevention,
treatment, care, and support.

ICASA is the largest HIV/AIDS conference in Africa, attracting between 8,000 to 15,000 delegates, including
researchers, policymakers, healthcare professionals, activists, and community leaders from across the globe.

To celebrate its 35™" anniversary this year 2025, the Society for AIDS in Africa (SAA) is calling all stakeholders
in the field of health to join the ICASA Storytelling Competition for People Living with HIV.

About the Competition

Framework outlining the criteria and logistics for organizing the storytelling video competition for People
living with HIV (PLHIV) in Africa.

1. Competition Overview

e Purpose:
To empower people living with HIV (PLHIV) to share their personal journeys, raise awareness, and
inspire change by using the medium of video storytelling.

e Target Participants:
People living with HIV (PLHIV) in Africa who fall into one of the two age categories:

o Category A: 18-35 years
o Category B: 36 years and above

e Submission Format:
Video storytelling entries that are 4 minutes long.

e Language Requirement:
Videos must be captioned in both French and English to ensure accessibility and broad regional
engagement.

e Review Process:
An initial screening will shortlist the top 10 videos. These finalists will then be evaluated by a panel
of jurors assembled in Ghana, with jurors selected from across Africa.

12



2. Eligibility Criteria
e Participant Requirements:
o Must be an African from the continent or the diaspora.

o Must self-identify as a person living with HIV (submission forms may include a declaration
section while ensuring privacy and confidentiality).

o Must belong to one of the defined age groups: 18—35 or 36+ years.

e Content Guidelines:

o The video should be a personal story that is authentic, respectful, and reflective of the
participant’s lived experience.

o Content must adhere to ethical storytelling standards and avoid stigmatizing language or
imagery.

o Participants must obtain and document consent if other individuals (family members, friends,
etc.) are featured.

¢ Technical Specifications:

o Duration: 4 minutes.

o Video Format: Common formats (e.g., MP4, MOV) with high-resolution quality recommended.

3. Submission Process & Timeline
e Announcement & Launch: 28 - 29th March 2025

o Official launch date with full details provided on the competition website and social media
channels.

o Clear guidelines, frequently asked questions (FAQs), and contact details for support would also
be provided.

¢ Submission Portal:

o Participants will upload their videos via 35yearsvideostory@saafrica.org

o Submission form to include personal details (name, age, country, category), a brief synopsis
of the video, and confirmation of consent regarding content usage.

o Deadlines:
o Submission Window: 29™ March 2025 to 31 July 2025

o Shortlisting Period: Screening to shortlist the top 10 videos will take place from August to
October 2025.

e Notifications:
o All participants receive acknowledgment of their submission.

13
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o

Finalists will be notified via email and provided with further instructions regarding the review
process.

4. Selection and Review Process

e Stage 1: Screening

o

A preliminary review committee will assess all submissions based on the following criteria:

Storytelling & Authenticity: How compelling, honest, and impactful is the narrative?

Creativity & Originality: Use of creative storytelling techniques and originality in
presentation.

Technical Quality: Adherence to video length, clarity of audio/visual, and quality of
bilingual captions.

Relevance & Impact: The story’s potential to educate, inspire, and reduce HIV-related
stigma.

¢ Stage 2: Finalist Review Evaluation in Ghana

Members of the selection committee will be carefully chosen from different regions of
Africa. Selection criteria may include expertise in HIV advocacy, storytelling, media
production, public health, and community leadership.

The top two selections from each category will be showcased at ICASA 2025 in Accra,
Ghana. Delegates at the conference will then vote to select the best entry from each
category.

The session will include in-person discussions, scoring based on detailed rubrics, and,
ultimately, the selection of the best story.

¢ Final Scoring Rubric:

@)

Narrative Impact (40%): Emotional resonance, clarity, and authenticity.

Production Quality (25%): Visual and audio clarity, adherence to technical requirements.

Bilingual Captioning (15%): Accuracy and ease of reading in both French and English.

Overall Message and Social Impact (20%): Relevance to HIV issues and potential for
community impact.

14



5. Logistics & Operational Details
A. For Participants
e Guidelines & Support:

o Detailed submission guidelines, video production tips, and captioning instructions will be
available.

o A dedicated helpline/email for technical or content-related queries.
o Data Privacy:

o Assurance that personal information and video content will be managed in compliance with
data protection and confidentiality standards.

B. For Jurors
e Selection Process:
o Invitations will be extended to selected experts and advocates across Africa.
o A clear mandate and judging criteria will be shared prior to the convening.
C. Venue & Event Management in Ghana
e Event Venue:
o Final scoring session to be held at ICASA 2025 conference in Accra on 4™ December 2025
e Event Schedule:
* Presentation of finalist videos
» Discussion and scoring session
* Final scoring and announcement of the winner
*» Award ceremony and closing
6. Terms and Conditions
e Intellectual Property:

o Participants grant the organizers a non-exclusive license to use the videos for promotional and
educational purposes.

e Consent and Releases:
o Participants must ensure that any featured individuals have provided consent.
o Clear disclaimers about the use and distribution of submitted content.

o Disqualification Criteria:

o Entries that do not meet technical specifications (e.g., video length, captioning requirements)
or violate content guidelines (e.g., hate speech, misinformation) will be disqualified.

¢ Award Details:

o $3000 for the first winner and $2000 for the second winner for each category.
15



ICASA 2027 CALL FOR BID

INVITATIONAL BID TO HOST THE 24™ INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AIDS AND STIs IN AFRICA (ICASA 2027)

GROUP PHOTO OF ICASA 2025 MOU SIGNING WITH H.E. NANAADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
GHANA, HON. DR. DAVID PAGWESESE PARIRENYATWA, ICASA 2025 PRESIDENT, DR. EMMY CHESIRE, SAA EXECUTIVE BOARD
MEMBER AND MR. LUC ARMAND BODEA, ICASA DIRECTOR

The Society for AIDS in Africa (SAA), represented by its President; Hon. Dr. David Pagwesese Parirenyatwa, hereby
invites African countries wishing to host the 24t International Conference on AIDS and STls in Africa in 2027 (ICASA
2027) to send in their application bid document to the SAA Secretariat in Accra- Ghana. The new closing date for

submission of the Application is Thursday, 315t July 2025.

ICASA 2027 will be the 24t edition of the International Conference on AIDS and STls in Africa, to be organised by the
Society for AIDS in Africa (SAA).

Any African country is eligible to be considered to host ICASA. However, certain criteria must be fulfilled to qualify for

selection.

The procedure for application is as follows:

16



STEP 1

Interested countries should submit a bid document of intent to the SAA Secretariat backed up with detailed proof of

evidence of the following information:

1. Strong Government support: financial commitment and political will to host the conference.
a Provide and financially support the Conference venue: Capacity of Plenary rooms: 5000 seats with at least
7 break way rooms with a capacity from 150 to 1500 seats.
b  Provide financial support for the local Secretariat working with the International secretariat.
¢ Provide Scholarships for at least 500 local Participants.
2. Availability of standard hotels to accommodate up to 10,000 participants as well as conference venue(s) with

standard conference facilities.
3. Good transportation network within the country.

4. Good telecommunication network within the host country with links to other African countries and international

communities.

5. Presence of cohorts of scientific, leadership, civil societies, organised groups of PLHIV, private sector, and youth

organisations oriented towards HIV/AIDS-related activities.
Easy access by air and by the road where needed.
Recognizable presence of Government organ/body responsible for HIV/AIDS coordination in the country.

Good security network to guarantee participants’ safety.

v ® N o

Guarantee easy visa facilities and assistance to conference participants and no restriction to entry for PLHIV,

MSM and other minority groups.
10. Political stability.

11. No discriminatory government policies based on gender, HIV status and religion.

The detailed bid document of intent backed up with evidence should reach the Society for AIDS in Africa (SAA)

Permanent Secretariat both by email, attachments and by courier services to the SAA President:
Society for AIDS in Africa

SAA Permanent Secretariat Accra

P.O. Box 2072

Plot Container 58 Otano Estates,

Behind NHTC, Adjiringanor, East Legon

Mob: (+ 233) 54 37 48 78 1

Office Line: (+ 233) 30 39 36 814

Email: ICASA2027bid@saafrica.org Website: www.saafrica.org

Accra- Ghana

17
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STEP 2

(a) Submitted applications will be evaluated by Society for AIDS in Africa (SAA) paid members, whereby 2 countries

will be pre-selected based on meeting the criteria as listed in Step 1.

(b) Assessment visits will be conducted by 3 SAA’'s Council members to the preselected countries. The pre-selected

countries will invite SAA for the two days assessment visit 15" September 2025 to 26" September 2025.

Please note:

I The pre-selection process will be concluded from 30t September 2025, followed by the notification to the 2
countries.

1. After SAA Council members’ assessment visit and deliberation, the host country of ICASA 2027 will be notified
on Friday, 315t October 2025, followed by a press communiqué/release.

M. Before the final selection of the host country of ICASA 2027 and a notification letter will be sent to the host
country, an MOU will be signed between the selected country and Society for AIDS in Africa (SAA), the organiser
of ICASA.

SAA President is ICASA 2027 Chair; the host country will appoint a Co-chair for ICASA 2027 in consultation with SAA.
The Council reserves the right to revoke the hosting rights of a country if there are reasonable doubts about its ability
to deliver

18



Key Dates

Call for ICASA 2025 logo
Call for ICASA 2025 Thematics
ISC Proposed membership
ICC Members

15 ISC meeting

Call for Abstract

Early Registration

2"4 ISC meeting

Adoption of Draft Budget
Call for Abstract reviewers
Regular Registration
Exhibition Booking
Satellite Session Booking
Late Registration
Scholarship Application
Reviewing of Abstracts
Letters to speakers
Feedback from speakers
Marathon Meeting

Notice of Acceptance, Abstract

Announcement of Recipient
Scholarship

ICASA 2025 Online Programme
ICASA 2025 Conference Date

ICASA 2025 KEY DATE

Open

12t September 2024
12t September 2024

5th September 2024
5t September 2024
28t November 2024
1t March 2025

1t March 2025

29t March 2025
29t March 2025

3™ February 2025
1t June 2025

15t March 2025

15t March 2025

15t September 2025
3 July 2025

7t July 2025

15t April 2025

30t May 2025

18t August 2025
25% August 2025

29t August 2025

15t September 2025

3" December 2025

19

Close

25 October 2024

25 October 2024

30t September 2024

30% September 2024

29" November 2024

30t May 2025, 24.00 GMT
30t May 2025, 24.00 GMT
15t April 2025

15t April 2025

30t May 2025

31t August 2025, 24.00 GMT
315 August 2025

31t August 2025

31t October 2025, 24.00 GMT
315t July 2025

7™ August 2025

30t May 2025

15% June 2025

215t August 2025

29" August 2025

15t September 2025

8th December 2025



SAA PERMANENT SECRETARIAT

P.O.BOX AF2072
Accra, Ghana
Plot 58 Container, Otano Estates
Behind NHTC, Adjiringanor
East Legon
Accra, Ghana
Website: www.saafrica.org Email: info@saafrica.org
Telephone: +233 (0) 543748781 / +233 (0) 303936814

©2025 Society for AIDS in Africa. All Rights Reserved.
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